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Generous Disciples: Sacrificial 
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A week ago 50 of us returned from a pilgrimage to Turkey—what the Bible calls Asia 
Minor. Paul made three missionary journeys there (Ephesus pics). Most of the Book 
of Acts is set there; all seven of the churches of the Revelation were located there. 
In fact, Asia Minor came to be known as the Cradle of Christianity. It is very 
inspiring to visit and very sad, because today, there is virtually no Christian witness 
left in Turkey. All the great ancient churches are either museums (Hagia Sophia) or 
mosques. A once vibrant Christian faith has been replaced by Islam, and you find it 
everywhere you turn. 
 
Five times a day the call to prayer echoes forth from 83,000 mosques—men 
washing their feet and faces before prayer, bowing down toward Mecca. There are 
five essentials that every good Muslim practices: Faith, Prayer, Charity, Fasting and 
Pilgrimage, and these are not optional. Being Muslim is defined by doing these 
things. Islam is performance-based—this is how you please Allah. 
 
There is no such thing as grace in Islam; only obedience—and my Turkish friend 
agrees completely with that statement. Allah is a demanding God…not loving, not 
gracious…demanding. The word “Islam” means “submission.” You do your best to 
submit to Allah’s will, and in the end maybe... maybe he will deem you worthy of 
entrance into paradise.  
 
This stands in stark contrast to the God of the Bible. The most famous verse in the 
New Testament is John 3:16, and that short verse reveals the contrast: “For God so 
loved the world that he gave...” Two verbs describe a very different God from Allah. 
God loved the world, and because God loved the world God gave. What did he give? 
His only Son—given up to a sacrificial death on the cross so that the rebellious 
children that he still loved, might be saved.  
 
Our faith could not be more contrary to Islam, because as we’ve seen over the last 
months, God’s people did not submit—they were not obedient, they were 
persistently disobedient. Yet God, in his love and grace still chooses to give to us 
His only Son as the only solution to the problem of our brokenness and sin. 
 
The story of Jesus is a story of God’s generosity. Palm Sunday, Easter—these are 
images of a generous God who gives everything to the children he loves. So, if we 
are disciples of Jesus—if we have been saved by him and filled with his Spirit—then 
one of the indicators ought to be generosity. The disciple of Jesus is generous. Is 
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that the only proof that we belong to him? Of course not! The fruit of the Spirit of 
Jesus are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness... and the rest. These qualities are 
evidence that someone is a disciple of Jesus. But so is generosity.  
 
And apparently, generosity is the tough nut to crack, because Jesus taught more 
about money than any of these other topics—more than love or joy or peace or any 
of the rest. He talked about giving a lot. It makes me wonder, did Peter ever walk 
up to James after church and say, “All Jesus ever talks about is money!” It’s kind of 
encouraging to me! Of course, Jesus taught about other things, but he must have 
known how much some of us struggle to be more generous.  
 
So during this season of Lent—when we focus on the incredible generosity of God— 
we are asking an important question of ourselves, “Am I a generous disciple? Would 
anyone know I am a disciple of Jesus by the way give?” Each sermon has looked at 
an aspect of generosity. I preached on Nehemiah and the building of the wall. Out 
of 50,000 Jews, do you remember how many actually built the wall? 41 Clans…only 
41; the others sat back and let a handful do all the work. I asked you to honestly 
consider whether you are doing your part in building God’s kingdom here, or if you 
are just sitting back and letting someone else pick up the tab. Generous disciples 
give to the work of God’s kingdom. 
 
Then Pastor Larry asked this: Do you give God the first and the best or does he get 
your leftovers? Think of it this way: if I invited you to join me for a sandwich and 
then did this... [Eat most of sandwich, put remains back on plate, hand it to 
someone] …how would you feel? Because this is how many of us give to God. He 
gets the leftovers only after we’ve consumed all that we want for ourselves. 
Generous disciples give the first and best to God, not the leftovers. 
 
Then last week, Elder Steve Maxwell asked this question: Do you give out of 
gratitude? Everything we have is a gift from God, yet sometimes we act as if our 
prosperity is entirely of our own doing. I’ll never forget a conversation with a 
woman in this church: “You keep saying that everything I have is a gift from God, 
but I don’t believe it. My husband and I have what we have because of our hard 
work, not because of God.” Wow! Generous disciples give out of a deep sense of 
gratitude. 
 
That’s what we have talked about over these weeks, and we asked you to process 
and pray about it. Today we learn something more about generosity from a very 
familiar story.  
 

1As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of 
you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie 
them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, tell him that the 
Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.”  
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4This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 5“Say to the 
Daughter of Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’”  
 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7They brought the 
donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. 8A 
very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of 
him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” “Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Hosanna in the highest!” 

 
There is something unique about this story from Jesus’ life. For all of his ministry, 
Jesus flew under the radar. He performed miracles of healing and exorcism. He 
even raised people from the dead. And almost without fail, after every miracle, he 
said the same thing, “Shhhh!” Don’t tell anyone what I have done!”  
 
Why? Was he embarrassed? No, he knew it would stir up trouble, and his work 
wasn’t done. Every time Jesus performed a miracle it threw another log on the 
Messiah fire. It got people talking! “This Jesus; surely He is the Messiah, the savior 
we’ve been waiting for!” But Jesus wanted to keep things on the down-low so he 
could finish training his disciples. 
 
But his triumphal entry into Jerusalem reverses course. The prophet Zechariah 
predicted that Messiah would ride into Jerusalem on a donkey. This is the only time 
Jesus is recorded as riding on an animal, and he was declaring, “Okay, now is the 
time. My hour has come. Yes, I am the Messiah. I am your king. I am here to save 
my people.” Jesus knew he was walking right into a trap. He knew he was signing 
his death warrant. Jesus knew exactly what he was doing. 
 
...and so did the people! That’s why they responded as they did. They lay their 
cloaks down on the road in front of him. Think about that for a moment. Isn’t it a 
rather odd thing to do? But for most peasants, their outer garment was one of their 
most valuable possessions. That’s why the soldiers cast lots for Jesus’ robe as he 
hung on the cross. It was worth too much to tear into pieces. So when those in the 
crowd took off their precious outer robes and lay them down on the road in front of 
the colt, it was their way of honoring Jesus! When they recognized who Jesus really 
was... they were prepared to lay their very best at his feet in honor and worship.  
 
Maybe you’ve never thought about Palm Sunday in terms of generosity, but when 
we see Jesus as he really is—as our Lord and King who sacrificed everything to save 
our lives—wouldn’t we want to lay our very best before him in worship?   
 
There’s something else in this story I had never thought of before. What happened 
after the people cast their robes down before Jesus? They got them back, but they 
got them back marked by the experience. For the rest of their lives, they would 
wear robes marked with the hoof prints of the animal that carried the Messiah into 
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Jerusalem. A reminder that when they laid their best before Jesus, he marked it and 
gave it back to them! Whatever we give to Jesus always comes back to us in 
blessing!  
 
But I’m not sure how many of us believe that. If you are not a generous disciple, it 
might be because you are afraid that if you give, you will run out. If you give, you 
won’t have enough for yourself. But Jesus taught just the opposite. Luke 6:38 
“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together 
and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will 
be measured to you.”  
 
And do you remember Malachi’s promise from the Lord? “Put me to the test! Give 
me my full tithe and see if I will not open up the heavens and pour out blessing 
upon you!” When we lay our very best before Jesus in worship, he touches it, 
multiplies it and returns it to us! You cannot out give the Lord!  
 
We have a generous God and we were created to be generous. God wants us to be 
givers. Is it because he needs your money? Of course not. Is it because your church 
needs more money? Actually, right now, no we are in good shape. God wants us to 
give because we need to give. It makes you a better person. Giving makes you 
more like Jesus. Giving is a discipleship issue, not a fund-raising issue. I have never 
met a mature disciple who wasn’t generous. So if you claim to be a follower of 
Christ, but there is nothing in your checkbook to support that claim... maybe this is 
a tender area in your own spiritual life that needs attention.  
 
In the end, every area of discipleship, including this one, is a work of the Holy 
Spirit. I cannot make you more generous with clever words or with guilt. Only the 
Spirit can do that. So what has the Spirit been stirring in your heart over these 
weeks? This next-step card is an opportunity to make a commitment to the Lord in 
that area. Not if you are a visitor, of course. This is family business. But if this is 
your church and you sense God stirring you, I invite you to fill this card out and 
walk it forward as your Palm Sunday tribute to the Lord. Your way of saying, “I 
want to lay my very best before you.”  
 
Maybe you are already a generous disciple. Wonderful! This is a moment of 
reaffirmation. Maybe you feel led to give or tithe for the first time. Praise the Lord! 
Or maybe you need to sign up for automatic giving so that you don’t forget to give 
to God first, or sign up for Financial Peace University so that you can learn how to 
conquer your debt. Whatever God is calling you to do, I invite you prayerfully to 
make your own commitment in a moment of silence and, when you are ready, walk 
it forward and lay it before the Lord. Maybe you’ll even offer a word of praise to 
Jesus for his salvation: Hosanna! 
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